SWISS  WAR  IN ITALY
177
soldiers from Guuiderland were hidden. The Bishop of Utrecht given much trouble, and tho convents of the* city Bend money to Duke Charles, and treasures of tho Cathedral are swjretly sent to him. Tho town
of lluttam is given up by tho treachery of tho commander, whose mistress persuades him to sell it to Charles for 8,000 gold florins.
Then Marguerite writes more hopefully to the Emperor; she hoti raised 15*000 good horsemen and 6,000 foot-Hokliera»and also has sixteen (< serpentines" (form of cannon) in their train. It is true that she has not much powder, but she hopes to obtain some. 8h« boltlly itpplit'H to lltntry VIII for help, and he tttnuls her a certain number of men-at-arms undor Edward Poyning. Thtwa acquit thoitiBelvea very well, eapucially the English artillery, ** and fight much better than any uthera." She has already upont her dowry on the war, and heir coffers arts now empty, although nhe uzpisctM 20,000 orowns shortly from Spain (her own dowry). The army muHt be kept up at any cant, for the          of Venioo i« n matter of
urgent importance, an it will place tho neighbouring country in her hands.
It is difficult to          a Heleotion from the immense
number of letter* which             between MaxJaiiEan
and hit) daughter. They are extremely interesting and characteristic of them both. Marguerite usually writw front Utilities, her chief place of rtmidenee, or occasionally from Ghent, BruBMak, or Antwerp. Thoaa from the Emperor are                from, all parta of his
dominions; from a busy seaport, an ancient elfcy, a country village, a tent encamped before some                          companies of German
